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Editor’s Note 

G’day, 

Welcome to another edition of MG Oil trails! 

Sadly, this is the last edition of the MG Oil Trails newsletter that I 

will be producing. I have been working on these for three years, 

and have enjoyed putting them together. I hope they have been 

entertaining and educational! As I have taken on new responsi-

bilities on the work front, I no longer have the time to put these 

together.  

At time of writing, we don’t have a volunteer to continue the 

newsletters. Joe and I were hoping to have found someone by 

now. Whoever takes over doesn’t need to follow this format—a 

more basic format would be acceptable. It does take a few 

hands to help run a club like this and it is hoped that someone 

will soon raise their hand to assist with the newsletter. Please let 

Joe know ASAP if you can help. I would be willing to assist in the 

next edition by helping and advising as necessary.  

Happy Holidays! The Club Leadership hopes that you all have a 

wonderful and safe holiday season, and looks forward to seeing 

you out there on the road in 2023! 

Cheers, 

Phil Ostroff 

4th Quarter, 2022 
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President’s Note 
With Joe Vining 

I am picking up on the theme of my last article which was things I have learned attending car 

shows, drives and other important MG gatherings. At the 2021 TABCD in Round Rock, I hap-

pened to meet a fellow with an enclosed trailer being towed by a GMC Yukon like the one I 

own. As he was unloading his MG, we got to talking about his trailer, the tires, lighting, and fi-

nally got around to the topic of mirrors. I told him I had tried to buy replacement mirrors from 

my dealer and from RV dealerships to no avail. It seems that GM quit making larger mirrors for 

their Suburbans, Tahoes, and Yukons in 2015 because the wiring was too difficult to install. 

These mirrors had the little warning lights signaling an overtaking 

vehicle plus defrosting and the wiring harness was not set up to just plug and play. I told my new friend that I had tried 

some add-on mirrors that attached to my existing mirrors. They were very inadequate and the passenger side mirror 

decided to disconnect from me half way home from Ft. Worth. He laughed and said, “get a rear view/backup camera” 

and pointed to the license plate on the back of his trailer. On the top mid-section of his license plate frame was a small 

black box, about 2”x3” with a lense no more than a half inch in diameter. He said he had used it for two years without 

a problem and that it gave him a great view of cars approaching him that he was not picking up in his regular mirrors 

due to the trailer blocking the view. Plus, it made backing up a piece of cake. 

Well, I finally set out to find one six months later anticipating the long tow to Colorado Springs for GT-47 last June. 

These cameras range from fairly cheap models (like his license frame model) at $150 all the way to $1000 and more. 

Now I must mention the price will vary depending on whether you are installing it on a trailer or in the back of an RV. I 

went low buck because I was concerned about theft. I cut a 2” dia. hole in the back of my trailer, mid-way over the 

fold down door. After splicing into the tail lights for power, it was pretty easy to connect. This inexpensive add-on real-

ly gave me a great view of the traffic behind me and because I had mounted the camera about 7’ above ground, the 

approaching headlights did not cause a flairing problem on the screen. More importantly, make sure you consider a 

wireless camera which allows for easy connection to the screen in your tow vehicle. I should also mention, it is really 

worth a few more bucks to get a bigger screen. Remember this becomes your rear view mirror when towing an en-

closed trailer. 
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Club Leadership 
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Club Activity Reports 
Event Name Here 

Fall GOF in Clifton 

The Fall Gathering of the Faithful took place November 3 – 6 in Clifton, TX, heart of the Norwegian communi-

ty in Texas. MGs and Abingdon enthusiasts from across the state made their way to the small town south-

west of Fort Worth to share good times, community, and pride of ownership. 

The headquarters of the event was the Texas Safari Ranch, just three miles from the main hotel in town. 

Once you arrived, you could tell why this GOF advertised itself as “Take a Drive on the Wild Side – MG Style.” 

The proceedings were centered around “Western Town,” the name being self- explanatory as you ap-

proached the building. But surrounding the western saloon/hotel/dance hall were acres of open savannah, 

filled with exotic beasts that you would normally expect to find in the Serengeti. The juxtaposition of our 

English cars and the African wildlife emphasized the worldwide appeal of our LBCs. 

Festivities kicked off with an evening of wine and hors d’oeuvres at the Valley Mills Vineyards on Thursday 

evening. Hosted by Marilyn Rose and Barry Glass, the evening was our first chance to catch up with old 

friends from across the state. The room was soon filled with lively conversation and laughter and the winery 

stayed open late for everyone to enjoy this private function. 
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Fall GOF in Clifton 

An afternoon technical session was hosted by the TMGR tech team back at the Safari Ranch. They covered 

the ever-engaging topic of tuning your carburetors, near and dear to the hearts of every garage mechanic. 

And in defiance of the dire weather forecast, the few sprinkles of rain that fell were not even close to damp-

ening the spirits of the group. 

A new GOF tradition also started on Friday afternoon when the inaugural British Tea took place in the Bosque 

Arts Center in Clifton. Hosted by Peggy Schrodi, Georgeanne Allen, Marilyn Fitch, Iris Langford and Padding-

ton Bear, this classy affair featured delicious tea time sandwiches, pastry treats, bitter herb steeped in water, 

and a flock of fascinators worn by the fashionistas. 

Everyone in attendance agreed that the British Tea must become a GOF tradition! Back at the Safari Ranch, 

the troops gathered after a fun filled day for a pizza party and dancing to the beat of music from the 60’s. 

The faithful proved that even the worst pizza in the western world could not weigh down the determination 

of the attendees to have a great time grooving to the tunes that they grew up with. 

Saturday dawned bright and early as the spit and polish 

brigade beat the sunrise to clean and shine their pam-

pered steeds in preparation for the main event. A bri-

gade of British cars trekked nose to tail from the hotel 

to the show grounds at Western Town. The cars were 

swiftly grouped into their judging classes thanks to the 

careful preparation of the GOF hosts, and the sun 

shone brilliantly as all the participants appreciated the 

quality of the cars on the field. The show wrapped up 

with lunch and a TMGR club meeting in the Dance Hall.  
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Fall GOF in Clifton 

The clear weather continued into the afternoon as those who wanted to probe the 

limits of their cars converged on the parking lot of the local high school football field 

for the Gymkhana. The organizers had used pylons to outline a tight and twisting 

miniature road course on the parking lot. Responding to the challenge, the first driv-

er donned his helmet, roared off, and promptly slid off course and into a guardrail! 

Fortunately, the minor damage was confined to one wing of the previously pristine 

MGA, so with enthusiasm carefully contained, the contest continued. Best times of 

the day were turned in by Scott Hardy of the CCMGC, whose MGB was fresh from 

competing in an autocross in Houston. 

The main event took place in Western Town on Saturday night 

as everyone gathered for the Awards Banquet and Auction. 

The men wore their traditional blue blazers and many of the 

women repurposed their fascinators worn at the British Tea. 

After the buffet and the excitement/browbeating of the live 

auction, the judges handed out the awards. Winners from the 

Capital City MG Club included Eric and Debbie Olson (for two 

cars!), Glenn and Fran Carpenter, Joe and Karla Vining, and 

Bruce and Denise Whiteside. Everyone in attendance enjoyed the evening and reflected on the many great 

events held over the weekend. 

Our thanks to the organizers of the Clifton GOF, because you did a fantastic job of creating a memorable 

weekend. The location for the Spring GOF will be revealed shortly because final arrangements were still be-

ing made as the Clifton GOF was concluding. Now would be the perfect time to start getting ready for the 

next GOF, which is always one of the premier occasions on any MG fan’s calendar. Hope to see you there! 

 - Scott Hardy 
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CCMGC Christmas Party 2022 

The 2022 edition of the CCMG Club Holiday Party was held 

on Sunday, December 4 at Maggiano’s Little Italy in the 

Domain. A hardy bunch of MG folks ventured out on a 

damp and dreary day (much like our counterparts across 

the pond enjoy) and kicked off the holiday season. 

Our four-course meal left everyone full, and a few glasses 

of good cheer were enjoyed by those looking forward to 

an afternoon nap. The door prize drawings started early 

thanks to the generosity of Abingdon Spares and a few 

club members. Prizes included an MG Blanket, MG insulat-

ed coffee mugs, and a host of other fun prizes. If you or-

der from Abingdon, be sure to thank them for supporting our club. 

Club member Eric Van Note coordinated our gift exchange and everyone who 

participated went home happy with their newly acquired possessions. Of 

course, there were a few popular items that were quickly frozen – a Christmas 

tree centerpiece, a case of Sam Adams beer, a furry blanket, and a few 

other treasures. 

And, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention our informal swap meet in the cor-

ner of the room provided by Jerry  was happy to share in Jerry’s bounty. 
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Seen on the Web 
Drive to Louie Mueller BBQ & Pistons on the 

Square 

On Saturday morning, 12/17, after attending the Georgetown Pistons on the Square, seven MG’s (along with 
one Corvette and one Jeep) took a drive to Louie Mueller Barbecue in Taylor for lunch. The morning started 
out cool but by the time we arrived in Taylor the sun was out and it started to warm up. We arrived just be-
fore Louie Mueller’s opened therefore did not have to wait very long for our lunch. Ten club members 
attended. After eating lunch and telling stories everyone was on there own to find their way home. 

—Ed Rogus & Phil Ostroff 



 9 

Many happy returns to the following folks: 

 

December: Sherry Potter, Kate Wros 

January: Dale Von Heeder, Norman Herr, James Howard, Bryan Hutchinson, Ed Wros  

February: Karen Hutchinson, David Fowler 

March: Mimi Lawrence, Sandra Lawell, Rodrick Newman, Katherine Newman, Julie Roc-

caforte, Erick Van Note  

Did we miss your birthday? Let us know!  

Club Member Birthdays! 

Find Us Online! 

Website Address: http://www.capcitymgclub.org 

Username: abingdon 
Password: capcity 

 

Find us on Facebook! Search for “Capital City MG Club” 

 

mailto:postrofftx@gmail.com?subject=Hey!%20You%20forgot%20my%20birthday%20for%20the%20MG%20Club!
http://www.capcitymgclub.org/
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Seen on the Web 

MG-Related Videos for Holiday Viewing 

Click on the video links below to watch some interesting MG videos over the festive season! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hIhzub1m6U&t=18s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3KmcAO5Xmc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y5Qppmbj8CY&t=53s
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 Technical Notes 

Spark Plugs and Wires 
Last month we covered valve lash adjustment. If you tried this at home, and your car seems to have more get-up and 

go, then you did it right! This month we are going to talk about spark plugs and wires. Half the fun of driving LBCs (little 

British sport cars) is that, except for the members of the North American MGF register, everything is right there under 

the bonnet, and everything under the bonnet will respond to tuning with simple tools. 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve had people tell me that their MG was suddenly running poorly. The engine was no 

longer smooth, was missing like it was starving for fuel, or lacked top-end power and response. In cases like this, peo-

ple seem to gravitate to the carburetors. STOP! Put the screwdriver down and slowly back away from the MG. I would 

like to suggest a method that will prove to be as satisfying as working on the carburetors, have a higher potential for 

success, and leave you more time for DRIVING your pride and joy. This process has a specific order: Breathing, Fire, 

Fuel. 

Breathing is making sure that big ol’ air pump of an engine can get all 

the air it needs at the right moments and use that air to create pow-

er. So we first do a compression test to see if something major, like a 

burnt valve or bad rings are causing the problem. Even if the car 

doesn’t pass this test, it still may respond to basic tuning. Then we do 

a valve adjustment to assure that the engine is gulping in its air in 

concert with all the other combustion processes. Air flowing into the 

engine at the wrong moments is like running a marathon with a paper 

bag over your head. You can make it work, but it won’t be pleasant. 

Fire is the process of adding spark at timed events in the engine cycle 

to get the engine to expel the air it is breathing, creating the power 

stroke. Fire consists of the ignition coil, distributor, spark plug wires 

and spark plugs. Coils last a long time. You can make them last longer 

by simply keeping the ignition off when you aren’t running the engine. Coils are generally 12 volt (three ohm) or six 

volt (1-1/2 ohm) and you can measure for this with a digital multi meter with the points closed. The 12 volt coil uses a 

special resistance wire to feed the coil normally, bringing it down to six volts, and a separate wire to bring it up to 12 

volts for starting. The six volt coil just works a bit harder to start the car.  Disconnecting and holding a plug wire with an 

insulated pliers a quarter inch from the engine while cranking it over will demonstrate if the coil is doing its job. Now 

we can check out the wires and the spark plugs.  
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Spark Plugs and Wires (cont.) 
Give a gentle tug on each of rubber boots connecting the fat wires to the spark plugs and to the distributor (don’t pull 

on the wires!). They should pop right off. You may want to mark them first, one through four, from the front of the en-

gine. Mark the distributor cap where one attaches. From there, counter-clockwise, will be three, four and two. Early 

cars will have solid copper wires encased in a rubber sheath. The resistance in the earlier wires will be zero if they are 

unbroken and in good shape. The ends of the copper wires should be over the copper washers. Some people like to 

solder the wires to the washers, I usually just go for bending them in a star pattern. Later cars will have carbon conduc-

tors as original equipment ignition wires and in the majority of stock replacement wires. This style of ignition wire gen-

erally provides good suppression for both RFI (radio frequency interference) and EMI  (electromagnetic interference). 

The conductor usually consists of a substrate of fiberglass and/or Kevlar over which high-resistance conductive latex or 

silicone is coated. They function by reducing spark current (by resistance) to provide suppression, a job it does well 

while the conductor lasts. You can check the resistance of carbon conductor wire but the value will vary according to 

the length and type. Just make sure all the resistance readings are similar to each other. This type of conductor also 

quickly fails (burns out) if a high- powered aftermarket ignition system is used. Regardless of wire type inspect the out-

er case for breaks, cracks or carbon arcing. To make new wires, buy a four cylinder set of the appropriate type, and cut 

them down to the length of the old wires, placing the conductors and rubber boots on the wires as needed. Replace 

them in their proper positions, remembering the center coil wire too, and you are all set. 

Spark plugs are removed with a spark plug socket that has some internal 

padding to protect the insulator. It is still possible to break a spark plug, 

so be gentle. The normal look of a good plug is tan to brown without 

traces of carbon build up or oily deposits. The insulator should be crack 

free and have no evidence of arcing. The gap is checked according to the 

tune up information for your engine, but for most MGs it is about .025 

for an early car and .035 for a later one. Using a feeler gauge with gap-

ping levers, practice gapping an old plug if you aren’t sure of your skills. 

You can clean your plugs, but be careful of scratching off any of the seal-

ant on the insulator, and make sure the edges of the plug electrodes are 

nice and square. Given all that, replacing the plugs is easier and will 

offer more peace of mind. Auto parts stores will have the correct plug 

for your MG. After checking the gap, add a dab of never seize to the plug 

threads and carefully thread the plugs into the head. This is no time to 

cross a thread! The spark plug thread should be free enough to thread in 

almost all the way. When you hit the compressible gasket, go one more 

quarter turn or so, you’ll feel the gasket compress. Replace the wires by pressing the boot down until you feel a slight 

‘click’ and you’re  done! Since the conductivity of the carbon conductors break down and spark plugs wear, this simple 

procedure should be done every 10,000 to 12,000 miles. If you wait until your car is ‘acting’ up, you’ll be amazed at 

how effective replacing plugs and wires can be! Or, be like me and do it as routine maintenance. We’ll continue ‘Fire’ 

next month by adjusting the points and the timing. 

Safety Fast! - Dave Braun 
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Event Calendar 
 

Upcoming Planned Events: 

• CCMGC Meeting, January 14, Tres Amigos 

• CCMGC Meeting, February 11, Tres Amigos 

• CCMGC Meeting, March 11, Tres Amigos 

• TMGR GOF, April 28-30, Location TBA 

• Keels & Wheels Concours, May 6-7, Seabrook 

• NAMGAR GT-48, June 12-16, 2023 Memphis 

• MG 2023, July 17-20, 2023 Calgary 

 

OTHER NON-CLUB SPONSORED RECURRING EVENTS: May include masks and social distancing require-

ments:   

• 1st Sunday of every month – Pistons at the Park at Austin’s ParkNPizza, Pflugerville, 8- 11am  

• 3rd Saturday of each month – Pistons on the Square in Georgetown 8-10am.  This is not a judged event, 

but simply a gathering of car enthusiasts with all types of vehicles.  Short drive for lunch TBA! 

• 3rd Sunday of each month – Round Rock Show and Shine event at Centennial Plaza 10am-1pm.  1st Sun-

day of each month – Pistons at the Park at Austin’s ParkNPizza in Pflugerville 8am-11am 
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If you would like to submit an ad for this page in future newsletters, please email Phil Ostroff 

with the details of the ad, along with any pictures! Car and parts ads are now being placed di-

rectly onto our website, so please contact Ed Rogus!  

Olivio De Silva  

“The Tuning Specialist” 

Experienced British Car mechanic. 

Can work on your property! 

Phone: (316) 200-3068 

     Email:  dasoka@hotmail.com 

 

To see a more detailed list of local service providers, please 

visit out website’s Resource Guide by clicking here. 

824 Romeria Drive 

Austin, Texas 

Ph: (512) 454-2047 

New name, same great ser-

vice! Formerly Ron Shimek 

mailto:postrofftx@gmail.com
mailto:erogus@gmail.com?subject=Car%20Ad%20for%20MG%20Club%20Web%20Site
http://www.capcitymgclub.org/pages/resource-guide.php
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Club Regalia 
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Membership Form 
The Capital City MG Club 

The CCMGC publishes a quarterly newsletter and currently holds in-person meetings on a 

monthly basis. The Club also gets together for drives and tech sessions. We email our mem-

bers with meetings details as the meetings approach. Please feel free to join us! 

Name:___________________________________ Birthday (Month/Day): _________________________ 

Spouse/Partner:___________________________  Birthday (Month/Day): _________________________ 

Primary Email Address:_______________________Partner Email Address:_________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________ State:_______________ Zip:________________ 

Home Phone:____________________________ Cell Phone:____________________________________ 

Partner Phone: ___________________________ 

MG Ownership is not a prerequisite for membership, however if you own any MGs or other Classic cars 

please tell us about them: 

Year:______ Model: ________ Color:_________    Year:_________ Model: ________ Color:__________ 

Year:______ Model: ________ Color:_________    Year:_________ Model: ________ Color:__________ 

Do we have your permission to use pictures of you and/or your car in the club newsletter and/or on the 

club website? Yes:___  No:___ (Please check one.) 

 

DUES ARE ONLY $30.00!! 

Please make checks out to CAPITAL CITY MG CLUB and then mail to: 

Scott Hardy 

Club Treasurer, CCMGC 

771 Founders Ridge, 

Dripping Springs TX 78620 


