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Editor’s Note 

 

Hi Everyone, 

With the world slowly opening up again and a host of events 

being undertaken by the Club over the last few months, this 

newsletter is full of great content! Lots of club activity write-ups 

have been included, including our Spring Picnic, our Valentines 

Day Drive in the Hill Country, a mini show at a local church and a 

report from the Keels and Wheels show.  

A quick word of thanks… Many thanks to those of you who con-

tribute to this newsletter. Articles, photos and story ideas are 

always welcome, so thanks very much of those of you who help 

out! Some submissions that were volunteered by club members 

had to pushed back to the next edition, so please be patient! 

As always, if you see an image of your car that you’d like a full-

size version of, please drop me a line. 

Cheers, 

Phil Ostroff 

2nd Quarter, 2021 
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President’s Note 
With Nick Roccaforte 

I wanted to start out by letting you know how honored I feel to be re-elected to serve the club for an-

other term.  I will continue to work hard to keep the club alive and well!  As you can see in this news-

letter we have already started to get back to having and scheduling quite a few activities. Even through 

Covid we kept up with notices, email updates, joint Zoom calls with the Houston club, our own Zoom 

meetings and even making the Valentine drive last year to Burnet and to the Canyon of the Eagles this 

year.  Coming out of COVID shows an even more promising in-person 3rd quarter. We have already start-

ed mask free events like attending the GOF last month and the breakfast gathering this month and the 

upcoming Dripping Springs drive scheduled for June 19th.  The breakfast meetup was such a success we 

may want to make it a continuing monthly activity and not just for the hot summer months.  I am also 

looking forward to our first in person meeting in July at a different venue. Testing out a couple of places 

in different areas of town will be adventurous and fun.   Please review the activity calendar in this news-

letter and let me know if you have other ideas. 

On a somber note I want to inform you of the passing of two of our club members.  Both Joe Cates and Lorne Parks passed away 

recently.  It is always hard to lose someone especially a loved one.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to their families.  

Although the list of activities in this newsletter only shows events for the 3rd quarter there is a drive planned by Scott Ogle for Oc-

tober and one that Ed Rogus is working on for November.  And of course don’t forget the Christmas party at Maggiano’s on Dec 

5th.  I am sure that there will be other activities interspersed between these as well as the monthly club meetings.  So stay tuned 

and keep your cars in good running fashion! 

Cheers and Safety First! 
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Club Leadership 
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Club Activity Reports 

2021 (Delayed) Valentines Day Cruise 
The CCMGC “Valentines Day Drive” to the Canyon of the Eagles Resort 
that was originally scheduled for February 20th was finally completed 
on March 27th. The February drive was postponed due to snow and ice. 
The weather on March 27th was much better, cloudy in the morning 
with afternoon sunshine and NO rain. Everyone met at the Chevron 
Station on the corner of RM 1431 and Nameless Road at 10:00 
am.  The drive followed RM 1431 to Marble Falls then headed north on 
US 281 to Park Road 4. From Park Road 4 we followed TX 29 a short 
distance to FM 690, then RM 2341 until it ended at the Canyon of the 

Eagles Resort. This trip 
was approximately 76 
miles and included a short rest stop outside Marble Falls. 
 
There were eleven MGs 
and two Triumphs on the 
drive.  One Triumph and 
one MG had minor prob-
lems but both cars were 
able to make it to the Can-
yon of the Eagles, other-
wise there were no issues. 

During the drive we were able to see deer, some Bluebonnets and a few 
Indian Paintbrush along the way.   

 
Lunch was on the restaurant patio where we were able to enjoy a 
beautiful view of Lake Buchanan. After lunch everyone was on their 
own; some headed home, some stopped at the Torr Na Loch winery 
and others stopped at the square in Burnet. Overall, it was a great 
drive.  Thanks to Scott for setting up the route and Nick for leading the 
drive. 
 
 - Ed Rogus 
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2021 (Delayed) Valentines Day Cruise 
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 2021 Annual Club Picnic 

The annual picnic and election of officers was held on April 
25,2021 at Berry Springs Park in Georgetown.  There was a great 
turnout with 38 members in attendance.  It was a beautiful cool 
sun shiny day.  There were at least 15 MGs present.  

This was our first major in–person event since COVID. We were 
rewarded with a BBQ feast from Pok-e-Joe’s: beef brisket, turkey, 
sausage, with all of the fixin’s. Dessert was a combination of cob-
blers and banana pudding plus a perfectly decorated MG cake 
courtesy of Gordon and Angie Bard.  

We had a combination meeting, picnic and election of officers. 
We reviewed our past and future events and by the time you read 
this we will have had the last monthly club Zoom meeting—we’ll 
have in person club meetings starting in July at various restau-
rants in the future. The following slate of officers and volunteers 
were approved for the next term. 

1. President                          Nick Roccaforte 

2. Vice President                 Eric van Note 

3. Secretary/Treasurer       Regina McKay 

4. Club Membership           Julie Roccaforte 

5. News Letter Editor          Phil Ostroff 

6. Web Master                     Ed Rogus 

7. Drive Coordinator          Ed Rogus 

Overall it was a great day and picnic enjoyed by all.  
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Spring 2021 Club Picnic 
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25th Anniversary Keels & Wheels  
I want you to know about my car's participation in the recent 25th anniversary Keels & Wheels concours  

d'Elegance in Seabrook over the May 1st and 2nd weekend.  I saw Craig on Friday when it was pouring rain as 

we were getting the cars into position on the soggy grass.  I think he snapped a few pics before he headed for 

home.  It was way too wet for his Anolt to come out of the trailer, I would have made the same decision.  The 

show was somewhat reduced in attendance due to the weather but still a lot of really nice cars were showing 

off their stuff.  It was certainly a weekend to remember for a lot of reasons, one being my truck getting stuck 

in a grass parking lot along with about 100 other vehicles on Saturday.  Every one of them was towed out ex-

cept those with 4X4s.  The best part was the huge attendance by the public on a very beautiful Sunday.  No 

rain, but still a lot of soggy grass to deal with.  We still had a strong showing of MGs.   Moose was there with 

his newly painted MGA.  His car was parked close (2 ft. away) to the front boardwalk dock and had to be 

pushed up a hill and away from the rising tidewater when it was time to leave late Sunday afternoon.  (see 

photo of rising tide in front of his car)  Wayne Kube was there with his '37 VA Saloon "Gracie" who received 

the Mayor's special trophy award.  My TD was honored with the Best of Class award for MGs and I was espe-

cially proud and very appreciative since it's restoration is now approaching 10 years old.   - Moose Stovall 
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2021 Spring Gathering of the Faithful 

The Spring GOF was held in Killeen TX this year on May  14-16.  The weather was threatening, however on 
show day there was only a 5 minute sprinkle which was just enough to have to wipe the cars down before 
the show began!  Other than that, it was a cloudy but pleasant day. There were 59 cars at the event and 
CCMGC was well represented. This event was very well organized and sponsored by TMG members Eric and 
Debbie Olson, who are also members of our club.  

The following is a list of CCMGC member who received awards at the Banquet on Saturday night.  

 1.       Moose Stovall          1958 MGA           1st Place 

2.       Scott Hardy               1972 MGB          4th Place 

3.       Bruce Whiteside      1979 MGB-LE      3rd Place 

4.       Eric Olson                  1969 MGC/GT    1st Place 

 The Octagon of Honor Cars were: 

1.       Joe Vining                  1961 MGA 

2.       Tom Luin                   1952 TD 
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LDS Church Show, Pflugerville 
Jerry Bletzacker’s church has a weekly youth group gathering.  The director of the youth group asked Jerry if 

he could have a few of our club members stop by to display their cars and explain the mechanics and differ-

ences in MG models.  It was a last minute request yet we were able to have 3 club members respond and join 

Jerry and bring their cars to his church. There were about 15 members of the youth group that were there in 

attendance and asked questions and looked over the MGs.  It turned out well since there were a TD, MGB, 

MGC and an MGB/GT, each different to explain to the group.  It was a very good community outreach effort 

for the club to participate in.  I would like to see more community outreach efforts like this in the future.  In 

the past we have discussed going to senior living communities to show our cars.  As COVID restrictions are 

lessening we may be able to do more of these types of outings.  If anyone one gets an invitation or can rec-

ommend an outing like this please let us know and we will try our best to accommodate.  

 - Jerry Bletzacker & Nick Roccaforte 

This seems like a bit of a stretch For the backroads... 

Seen on the Web 
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June 12 Breakfast with Friends 
Yes, that’s actually a “thing” again! 
We had about 18 MG friends turn up at Pecan Street Sta-
tion for breakfast. The food was really good but the high-
light was being able to see everyone's faces again. Yes, 
that’s a “thing” too! Almost everyone drove their little 
beauties. Paul, the manager, owner, was extremely accom-
modating. Plenty of fresh hot coffee!  
 

Thanks for coming out everyone. See you on July 31st at 
FIRST WATCH for another fabulous breakfast and then in 
August Café Java on Gattis School & A.W.Grimes. 
 

If any of you have a favorite haunt for breakfast let me know, I’m always looking for excuses to get together. 
 

Jerry…    bletdad@gmail.com 

Find Us Online! 

Website Address: http://www.capcitymgclub.org 

Username: abingdon 
Password: capcity 

 

Find us on Facebook! Search for “Capital City MG Club” 
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Membership Spotlight— Scott & Trish Hardy 
 
Several years ago and many leagues to the north, Trish and I 
yearned to add a soupçon of spice to our frequent road trips. I 
was leaning toward the two wheeled freedom of a touring bike. 
But the unpredictable nature of Calgary weather and the omni-
present gravel on Calgary roads tipped the scales toward finding 
a Little British Car to satisfy our yearning for adventure. And so 
we started our quest toward finding automotive fulfillment. 

Our search ended in Kelowna, British Columbia. In the summer 
of 2015, we found a Teal Blue 1972 MBG for sale at a local old 
English roadster specialist shop. The B was a former California 
car that looked great and met our basic requirements, so we 
made the deal. We returned three weeks later (on Trish’s birthday!) to pick up the car and welcome an LBC 
into our lives. We christened the new addition “Leicester B. Carlysle III” and headed down the road. 

During the 500 mile drive back to Calgary, we discovered one feature we really liked (the overdrive transmis-
sion) and several items that needed attention (horribly misaligned headlights, no horn, no defroster). And so 
it continued during our first year of ownership, with the joys of driving the MG constantly offset by teething 
issues (clutch pedal falling off, fuel pump quitting, the overpowering smell of gas, inadequate power, starter 
motor failure). After working piecemeal solving ongoing issues, we decided that wholesale mechanical up-
grades were required, so we performed a heart transplant during the winter of 2016/17.  The entire 
drivetrain was pulled, the engine replaced with a rebuilt performance motor, and the suspension and 
drivetrain totally refurbished. The modifications transformed our old boy, changing LBC III from a smelly, can-
tankerous lout to a confidant cruiser. We hit the road and reveled in the smooth ride and abundant, or at 
least adequate, power. 

We got so used to LBC III’s newfound reliability that it came as a shock when, after an evening at a friend’s 
house, the car failed to start. Ubering home for the night, I returned the next day confident I could find and 

fix the problem. But it wasn’t fuel – plenty of gas was 
being delivered. And it wasn’t spark – the ignition 
was strong and regular. I had almost given up when 
my friend picked up a flat metal disc the size of a half 
dollar. Swearing that it was not on his driveway the 
night before, we looked and looked and finally found 
the problem. When I shut off the engine, the motor 
had coughed and dislodged a casting plug from the 
rear of the intake manifold, conveniently out of sight 
of our prying eyes. Putting the plug in place and se-
curing it temporarily with duct tape enabled us to 
start the car and drive home, where I fashioned a 
more permanent fix with gasket sealer. 
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Membership Spotlight— Scott & Trish Hardy  
Almost a year later, we were returning to Calgary from Kelowna 
when the MG suddenly lost all power. We coasted over to the 
shoulder, and the engine refused to even cough. Sure enough, the 
plug had fallen out again – except now it was somewhere on the 
TransCanada Highway under the wheels of hundreds of cars and 
transports rushing by. Deeming it lost, we searched for a substi-
tute. Fortunately, the Canadian two-dollar coin (the “Toonie”) is 
only slightly smaller than the missing disc. Unfortunately, because 
it is smaller, it would not stay in place, and none of the tape we 
had would stick to the hot intake manifold. 

Salvation came in the form of the nitrile work gloves I keep in the 
car. I cut off a fingertip and pulled it over the coin. With this soft 
material gasketing the gap, the toonie now fit snugly into the 
manifold! I cut off another finger and stretched it over the end of 
the manifold, hoping to seal any air leaks and catch the coin if it 
popped out again. I closed the bonnet, started the car, and accel-
erated s-l-o-w-l-y down the road. The engine seemed to be run-
ning well enough, so we got up to speed and drove the remaining 
two hours home without incident. Proving, I suppose, that nitrile 

gloves don’t melt at engine operating temperatures, and that it always pays to carry some cash! 

Many thousands of miles down the road, Leicester has returned to 
his normally reliable self, and the list of deficiencies continues to 
shorten. I hope that someday we might check off the last of the 
things that need fixing, but I am fatalistic enough to know that for 
every part that you fix, something else breaks. Besides, that is part 
of the attraction of this hobby, an ever-changing panoply of chal-
lenges to keep the car in proper running order. And with all due 
respect to my previous British cars, LBC III is now the least chal-
lenging British car I have ever laid a wrench on! 

-Scott Hardy 
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Joe Cates 

In Memoriam 

It was with great sadness that I learned of the passing of a long-time member and past CCMGC 
president Joe Cates.  Joe took over the leadership of the CCMGC from me in 2010 and served as 
president until 2013.  Joe and Jeanne were active members up until recently and hosted one of 
our Christmas parties in their lovely home.  Our thoughts are with Jeanne and their family.  The 
attached obituary highlights a very full and very impressive life.  

Joseph Cates was born on May 8, 1935, in Wink Texas to Elate and Walton Cates. He 
moved many times during his youth and ended up in Midland, TX where he graduated 
from Midland High School, then went on to the University of Texas at Austin. From 
there he joined the United State Air Force. He did his basic training at Harlingen AFB. Joe was a 1 Lieutenant and flew 
as a navigator/bombardier on B52’s in Strategic Air Command. He met his wife, Jeanne Helen Cates, in Altus OK while 
stationed there. They were married on December 26, 1958. Their first child Leslie Cates was born in the AFB hospital 
on Nov 2, 1959. After leaving the Air Force he went to work for NASA. During that time, his son, Leigh was born in Hou-
ston, TX in 1964. While at NASA he was awarded the Apollo Achievement Award from the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration in July of 1969. He then received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1970 for his work on the 
Apollo XIII Mission Operations Team. Joe also worked in the nuclear industry for many years. He and Jeanne then 
worked together in the property management business. Later they moved to Maryland where he worked at the Naval 
Research Laboratory in the Chemistry, Acoustics, and R&D Services Divisions. After retiring Joe and Jeanne moved to 
Bakersfield, California. While there Joe built his own racecar, a Lotus “7” from the ground up. It was a source of amuse-
ment for the neighbor as when he tested the engine, the exhaust was so loud the pictures slipped crooked on their 
walls. A member of the British Car Club, he and Jeanne spent many hours tootling around California. He even took the 
opportunity to run his “7” on the Button Willow Raceway in an exhibition race with other classic cars. Joe and Jeanne 
eventually moved to Pflugerville, TX to be closer to their children, grandchild and great granddaughter. They were 
members of the Baca Center, and Joe was in plays and did a vaudeville type act as well: he painted with the Art Group 
and wrote short stories with the Writers Group. Joe was also a member of the Austin Palette Club. He never met a 
stranger and made the best sandwiches and was always a reliable source of hard candies. He was a loving father, 
grandfather and great grandfather. He will be greatly missed by his wife, family and many friends. 

- Eric Van Note 

One of our earliest club members, Lorne Parks, recently passed away on Feb 5th this year from cancer.  

Lorne, for those that knew him was a loyal MG fan who came to all the meetings and functions but never actually 

owned an MG! He always spoke, for a number of years of his son's, Buckley's, 1975 MGB, but no one ever saw it. (I can 

attest that it actually did and does exist). Lorne would attend all the meetings and usually be the first at the table for 

dinner. He also greatly enjoyed the Christmas parties and gift exchanges although a few times he would end up with a 

joke gift like the chicken hat, which he wore proudly.  He always participated in the picnic gatherings and tech sessions 

at my shop and added his own tech knowledge which was quite extensive after running his own boat repair business 

for many years.  (After all, boats and British cars share a kinship in that they are both big holes that you throw money 

into, right?).  - Ron Shimek 

Lorne Parks  
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Event Calendar 
 

As we wait for both COVID19 numbers/rates to drop and the release of a potential vaccine, the Club is still taking a “Safety First” 

approach to gatherings. Below are some events that are on the calendar as of time of print. 

Upcoming Planned Events: 

• July 17,2021  – First in person club meeting—Watch emails for time and Location                                          

• July 31,2021—Breakfast meet up at First Watch Café – Watch emails for time and location                                          

• Aug 14,2021—10 am tour Petrol Lounge cars then lunch—Watch emails for time and location                                            

• Aug 21,2021—Monthly club meeting—Watch emails for time and location 

• Aug 28,2021—Breakfast meet up—Watch for emails for time and location 

• Sept 18,2021—Monthly club meeting—Watch emails for time and location                                     

• Sept 25,2021—Last TABCD in Round Rock—Watch emails for time and location                                     

• Sept—Fall GOF—Watch emails for dates, time and location  

Informal Drives/Meet-Ups 

As always, feel free to arrange separate meet-ups or drives that are local to you and perhaps meet your own personal require-

ments regarding healthy social distancing and etiquette. If you do so, feel free to send us any interesting notes and photos!  

Many happy returns to the following folks: 

April: Doris Brown, Glen Calliote, Cynthia Ann Chrisler, Gary Potter, Jim Hayes, Brad Lee, Ashley 

Salisbury  

May: Kenneth Parris, Joe Maloukis 

June: Marius Chanson, Sandy Gottner, Charlie Hampton, Debra Hermann, Mike McKay, Chris 

Salisbury, Joe Vining, Karla Vining 

July: Bobby Galvez, Mike Gottner, Jennifer Hempel, Warren Kodosky, Scott Ogle, Debbie Olson, Bev Van Note, Forrest 

Ray, Ron Shimek, Craig Burchsted, Bruce Whiteside 

August: Greg Berkley, Trish Hardy, Andy Hempel, Stephanie Nichols, Phil Ostroff & Brian Pierson  

Did we miss your birthday? Let us know!  

Club Member Birthdays! 
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If you would like to submit an ad for this page in future newsletters, please email Phil Ostroff 

(postroff@me.com) with the details of the ad, along with any pictures! 

• Phone: (512) 454-2047 

• Website: shimekauto.com 

Trailer for Sale! 

It’s a Tommy’s Trailer all aluminum 24’ car hauler with wind 

deflector, electric tongue jack with battery, spare tire and extra 

long ramps. Also have aluminum frame for canvas enclosed cov-

er if interested. PRICE DROP Asking $6 5K or best offer.  

Please email Craig Burchsted at:  craig@pptxinc.com 

MG TC For Sale.  Late 1949 home market MG TC.  Up-

dated with unobtrusive turn signals and twin stop lights.  

Brought from the UK in 1973 by the current owner.  Re-

cent work done by Ron Shimek here in Austin.  Maroon 

exterior – older paint – and “Biscuit” full leather interior.  

Tan top and side curtains.  Starts immediately, great oil 

pressure, brakes well, and rides on new tires. Lots of 

manuals, NOS parts, and back copies of Sacred Octagon 

go with.   Insured for $35K, asking $27.5K 

John Hoag,  Lakeway 

512-261-0475     jrhoag@utexas.edu 
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Olivio De Silva  

“The Tuning Specialist” 

Experienced British Car mechanic. 

Can work on your property! 

Phone: (316) 200-3068 

Email:  dasoka@hotmail.com 

1972 Red MGB For Sale 

I have owned this car for 41 years and I am moving to Utah and 

have no place to house the car so I have decided to sell her and let 

someone else enjoy the drive. I installed the 5 sp ford T5 tranny in 

2018 which has really improved the highway sp. The engine was 

major overhauled in 2005. I have all the part records of that over-

haul. I added a street cam, headers, flo-thru exhaust, oversized 

engine oil cooler with braided lines, electronic ignition, 13/4 su 

carbs, new oil pump, fuel pump, valve guides, valve springs, timing 

chain, and clutch and roller thro-out bearing. I converted the sus-

pension to tube shocks, and slotted disc brakes on front. Last year 

I installed a gps speedometer and new radio. I bought Moss mo-

tors hi-lift rocker shaft with needle bearings, but I have never in-

stalled it. It will come with the car. I have a box of mg parts that 

also will come with the car as well as a tonneau  cover. You may 

reach John Roberts at 2177100574 or blowtorch29@yahoo.com. 

Approx mileage since overhaul is under 8000 miles. $16,000. 
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1953 MG TD For Sale 

Ground up restoration recently completed on this TD. Exterior color Woodland 

Green, interior tan leather, top and side curtains tan Stayfast canvas. Show 

quality. Complete rebuild of engine, chassis, suspension, brakes, body tub 

and doors with new ash. New or re-plated chrome bumpers/overriders, grille 

shell, gas tank end covers, door handles, latches, side curtain and seat 

back fittings. Car ready to drive, show and enjoy. 22k. 

Email Gary: gpotters@austin.rr.com 
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Club Regalia 
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Membership Form 
The Capital City MG Club 

The CCMGC publishes a quarterly newsletter and currently holds in-person meetings on a 

monthly basis. The Club also gets together for drives and tech sessions. We email our mem-

bers with meetings details as the meetings approach. Please feel free to join us! 

Name:___________________________________ Birthday (Month/Day) __________________________ 

Spouse/Partner:_________________________ __Birthday (Month/Day) _________________________ 

Primary Email Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City:____________________ State:_______________ Zip:________________ 

Home Phone:____________________________ Cell Phone:____________________________________ 

MG Ownership is not a prerequisite for membership, however if you own any MGs or other British cars 

please tell us about them: 

Year:______ Model: ________ Color:_________    Year:_________ Model: ________ Color:__________ 

Year:______ Model: ________ Color:_________    Year:_________ Model: ________ Color:__________ 

Do we have your permission to use pictures of you and/or your car in the club newsletter and/or on the 

club website? Yes:___  No:___ (Please check one.) 

Dues are $20.00/year and due April 1 each year. 

Please make checks out to Regina McKay and then mail to: 

Regina McKay 

Club Treasurer, CCMGC 

PO Box 1325, 

Wimberley, TX 78676 


