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   MG Oil Trails 

President’s Note 

By Dale Von Heeder 

 

 

 

Well, MGurus, the summer is 
more than half over and past what 
is typically the hottest day of the 
year. We'll see. Hope everyone is 
getting through the heat without 
melting, or your tires or shoes 
getting stuck in the asphalt. 

Time to start thinking about cooler 
weather and drives in the country, 
All British Car Day in Round 
Rock, and the Fall GOF. Some-
thing else to add to the Fall 
Agenda is a final trip to Dick's Ga-
rage in San Marcos. They are 
closing their doors at the end of 
December. So hopefully the club 
can make a run down there in late 
October or November. Carry on. 
All the best, Dale 
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President - Dale Von Heeder 512-913-2531 drvonhdr@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary - Now Accepting Volunteers 

 

Treasurer - Phil Ostroff  996 CR 204 Liberty Hill TX 78642 

 

Drive Coordinator - Scott Ogle 512-638-0217 scottogle@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Web Master - Joe Maloukis 512-845-9155 batcitytx@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor - Mike Jankowski  ccmgceditor@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Capital City MG Club of Austin, TX is a group of MG enthusiasts. Estab-

lished in 1996, many of our members own and maintain one or more MGs. We are 

delighted and fortunate to have over 50 MGs in the club today, ranging from 1951 

to 1980. Membership includes many who live in the surrounding areas: Round 

Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Georgetown, Elgin, Hutto, and the greater Austin 

area.  

 

You need not own an MG or any other British car to be a member of the club. 

Membership is open to anyone who is a British car enthusiast. We meet monthly 

and participate in local and regional car shows, organized club activities, trips, 

picnics, parties, and adventures for the whole family. We share interests in an in-

formal and comfortable atmosphere.  

 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 

7535 E Hwy 290, Austin, TX. We gather at 6pm for dinner and socializing, and 

meet at 7pm. Annual dues are just $20 per family per year. We invite you to join 

our club if you are interested . See the membership information in this newsletter. 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

By Nick Roccaforte 
  

 The meeting was held on Tuesday evening 7/17/18 at Tres Amigos Restau-

rant, 7535 HWY 290 Austin, Texas. 

The meeting was called to order by the vice president in the absence of 

the president at 7:00pm. 

  

There were 21 members present. 

  

Membership Report: By Nick Roccaforte:   Welcome new member Ed 

Rogus with his 1974 MGB.  We now have a  total of 48 member families in 

our club. 

  

Treasurer’s Report: By Phil Ostroff:   All club money has now been trans-

ferred into a new account set up at University Federal Credit Union. Phil is 

planning to work with Joe Maloukis, our web master, to possibly set up a 

Pay Pal option for dues collection.  He has also sent out notices to the 

membership regarding dues collection for this year. 

  

Drive Coordinator Report: By Scott Ogle:  A number of drives were dis-

cussed for the Fall.  All agreed that the weather is just too hot to do any in 

August. Therefore  the drives will be planned for some time in October and 

September.  One of the drives discussed was a breakfast drive that would 

be geared to slower speeds specifically to accommodate the TDs and TFs 

in the club.  Dale will  be working on a location and date for this particular 

drive. He will give us an update at the August meeting.  Scott recom-

mended that it be somewhere North and West of Austin. A second drive 

was in the planning stages for a trip to the Bastrop area and possibly 

through Bastrop State Park.  Scott and Nick will evaluate routes for this Fall 

drive and report back at the August meeting. Another possible Fall drive 

could be to “The Canyon of the Eagles”. Nick will have more specifics on 

this possibility at the August meeting.   Again, anyone who has a sugges-

tion for a drive and/or a favored route are welcome to share.  Scott can 
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help guide you with the specifics of a drive however you will be expected 

to participate and even possibly take the lead on the drive. 

 

Special Events: Nick for Dale: Dale has a number of tickets for the Round 

Rock Express ball club. The date considered for the evening attendance 

was August 24
th

.   A number of members said that they would like to at-

tend.  If you are interested please contact Dale directly and let him know 

as soon as possible. 

Dale is working on the venue for the Christmas party  and will update us at 

the meeting in August. 

  

Calendar of upcoming events: 

  

                8/21                       CCMGC monthly meeting at Tres Amigos 

                9/18                      CCMGC monthly meeting at Tres Amigos 

                9/28-30
th                     

TABCD in Round Rock 

                10/11-14
th

            Fall GOF in Waco 

                10/16                    CCMGC monthly meeting at Tres Amigos 
  

Note* Check the website for details and other standard monthly events. 

  

Adjournment:  There was no further business and the meeting was ad-

journed at 7:40 pm. 

 

 
 
The Twenty Ninth Annual Houston British Motor Vehicle Expo is scheduled 
for October 20, 2018 and is being held in conjunction with Katy Market 
days. The show this year will be supporting the Russ Seto Memorial 
Fund.Can you please let our friends at the Austin club know. 
  

 Please note that this year registration is available online at the Houston 
MG club website located at www.houstonmgcc.com. 

  

            If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me on (713) 
904 0677 or email me at mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net 

http://www.houstonmgcc.com/
mailto:mike.woodward@sbcglobal.net
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Introduced in 1953, and as-
sembled in Abingdon, the 
MG Magnette ZA holds a 
significant place in MG his-
tory for several reasons. 
Designed by Gerald Palmer 
from Morris it was originally 
to be made from existing 
engines, gear-boxes, and 
axles and was to have a wood-framed body. Palmer’s design for this large 
saloon was quite a departure from past MG models and had a significant 
Italian influence. It could be best described as remarkably curvaceous and 
attractive compared to past MG models. 
 
The Magnette was the first new saloon manufactured by BMC (British Mo-
tor Corporation) which was created with the merger of the Austin Motor 

Company and the Nuffield 
Organisation (Morris car 
companies). After the 
merger the new car com-
pany was led by Leonard 
Percy Lord who had worked 
for Lord Nuffield until he 
was abruptly fired in 1936 
and resurfaced at Austin in 
1938. Lord assumed the 
head of Austin after Lord 
Austin’s death in 1941 and 
led the company to dra-

matic growth in sales so that it equaled the sales of all the cars produced 
by the Nuffield group of car companies. This 1952 merger delayed the 
car’s release but was important for the developmental design changes 
made to the Magnette that would set it apart from all previous models. 
 
The Magnette was the first saloon to have the B-series powertrain (engine 
and transmission) offering substantially more horsepower than previous 

 The MG Magnette 
          Fred Long 
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available. The car as in-
troduced in 1953 could 
attain a top speed of 80 
miles per hour. Because 
the B-series was just be-
ing introduced as manu-
facturing of the Magnette 
was beginning, only 8 
cars were made in 1953 
and production did not 
really ramp up until Feb-
ruary of 1954. Produc-
tion soon grew to 180 

cars per week making it the best-selling saloon manufactured by MG. 
 
The Magnette was also notable as it was the first car ever manufactured 
by MG that featured a monocoque. A monocoque lacks an internal frame 
and instead use the hull or body to carry the load similar to the way an 
eggshell does. This was a dramatic departure from the wood-framed cars 
of the past. These cars were very luxurious and featured leather front split 
and rear bench seats as well as wood trim throughout the car. A limited 
number, 300, of the 1954 model year cars were exported to the US mar-
ketplace and not many more the following year. The body design stayed 
the same through the ZB model which was manufactured through 1958. 
By February of 1959 production had shifted to the Mark III model which no 
longer featured the 
wonderful curves but 
shared a similar 
body design to the 
Riley Four/Sixty-
Eight with a squarish 
body and truncated 
tail fins. 
 
(Pics via Bringa-
Trailer.com. Ed.) 
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More info can be found here: https://m.facebook.com/pg/

pistonsonthesquare/about/?ref=page_internal&mt_nav=1. 

                         Pistons on the Square 
                                       Phil Ostroff 

On Saturday, July 20th, a small contingency of club members showed 
their cars at the Pistons on the Square gathering in Georgetown. Present 
were Nick Roccaforte in his MG GT, Phil Ostroff in his 1973 MGB, Bobby 
Galvez in his1952 MG TD and Carl Mortiz in his 1962 Morgan. Additional 
British presence was supplied by a friendly chap and his gorgeous Tri-
umph motorcycle. The show itself was brilliant, with good representation of 
hot rods, muscle cars, modern European and even Australian cars! There 
were a good several dozen cars present this particular morning, maybe 
even a hundred. The show is well worth a visit if you have the time - it is 
held every third Saturday of the month at the Georgetown historic square 
from 8-10am.  

https://m.facebook.com/pg/pistonsonthesquare/about/?ref=page_internal&mt_nav=1
https://m.facebook.com/pg/pistonsonthesquare/about/?ref=page_internal&mt_nav=1
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Here are a few other pics 

from the Pistons on the 

Square event. 
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IS THERE A NEW MG SPORTS CAR ON THE HORIZON? 
 
The MG roadster is dead, Long live the MG roadster! 
Fred Long of the British Motoring Club of Arkansas fills us in on the possi-
bility of a new MG... 
 
In 2007 NAC (Nanjing Automotive Corporation), after acquiring the assets 
of the bankrupt MG Rover, reintroduced the MG TF and it flopped. It was 
an outdated design and suffered from a poor parts supply chain. It was an 
unreliable car with many issues and it also suffered from poor service and 
repair support from the factory. 
 
When production was halted in 2011 it signaled the death of the MG road-
ster. A brutal, dismal defeat brought about by historically low sales, poor 
design and inadequate service. The end of production left little doubt that 
the MG brand was out of the sports car business.  
 
Ever since the take-over of NAC and the MG brand by SAIC (Shanghai 
Automotive Industry Corporation) there has been no talk of any production 
2-seat sports car – until now. According to the Australian media site Drive 
and an article on the MG Owners’ Club (UK) website, the MG Design Di-
rector in China, Shao Jinfeng, has been attributed with the following 
quotes: 
“Yes, we will build [an MX-5 rival]. This is an MGB and MG-A type car.” 
“We are working on an MG motorsport car, two-seater sports car [then] 
two years later EV (electric vehicle). This car will have plug-in, a totally 
new platform of sports cars…” 
“I will make the MG brand more closer to its history, but step by step, 
because the brand stops for several years. This brand died [as a sports 
car], so we need to get back first.” 
 
This is very significant coming from a highly-positioned source and should 
signal what will be happening. We can hope for this car to be introduced in 
the North American marketplace as that is where the long, successful his-
tory of sales for MG sports cars has been. I will be looking forward to its 
introduction as I am sure many of you will be as well. 
 

The MG roadster is dead, Long live the MG roadster! 



 10 

MG Oil Trails                        August 2018 

                                 Bonded Titles: A Good Thing 
                  Mike Jankowski 

 

I’ve had the fun of getting a few bonded titles over they years. However, many 

view this process as some mystical dark art. Well, far from it, as bonded titles are 

actually a great way to get a car for a much reduced price. Plus, it’s not very diffi-

cult a process to navigate. Heck, if you use a title service, it’s only as hard as fill-

ing out online forms. 

 

If a great MG has no title, don’t run away from the deal. Buy the car, and get a bill 

of sale. This is key for a few reasons. Records, tax purposes, and value. Once the 

car is home, you need to get a title. At this point you have a decision. You can do 

the work yourself, or you can have a service do it. 

 

If you do it yourself, go to the DMV title office (East Parmer Lane east of 35.) 

with your bill of sale. This is the tricky part. If the car hasn’t been on the road in 

the last 20 years, it won’t be in the TX computer. That means you need to get a 

police inspection. But let’s go with your car happens to be in the computer as it 

was registered 10 years ago.  

 

The DMV will print a rejection letter that states you don’t have the proper proof 

to title the car. Then you drive to an insurance agent who will give you a surety 

bond. The next step is to take that bond and rejection letter to your tax assessor 

office to get a title issued. It is simple, yet time consuming.  

 

If you need a police inspection, then it becomes a real timesink. That’s because 

now every county requires you to bring the car to the police on a specific day of 

the month, usually every 1st and 3rd Wednesday or something like that. Not ex-

actly convenient. Exponentially moreso if the car must be trailered. 

 

This is where division of labor is a wondrous thing. Specialty services exist to do 

all the running around for you. The cost is typically a $150-200 fee in addition to 

all the other DMV fees, and a few weeks later a bonded title arrives in your mail-

box. Money well spent in my opinion. 

 

Bonded titles do not restrict the sale of the car, they are fully negotiable, and be-

come a non bonded title after 3 years. So next time a car pops up for sale that has 

no title but checks all your other boxes, grab it. Getting a title isn’t as bad you 

think. 
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Oh jeez, where do I start?  Well, 

let’s see, I got married, and have 

been planning for the big October 

reception/ceremony for our 

friends and relatives. Trust me, 

restoring a car is much easier. 

Vendors in this town, ugh… 

 

Yet what of the cars in my life? 

That is always in flux. Buying, selling, change is the only constant. (If you want a 

Porsche 914 mine is for sale.) So that got me to thinking, and that can be danger-

ous. I began to think of the future of our hobby, and I wasn’t encouraged. 

 

When I can I go to Cars n Coffee and other events. I see dozens of older American 

cars, hundreds of older Japanese cars, but maybe one British car. Why? I can’t tell 

you. But I have some theories. All of them boomerang back to this: we have an 

image, branding, and advertising issue in the British car niche.  Keep in mind that 

we don’t have a monopoly on all of these, but they are visible. 

 

First, the image issue. I’m 46. I’m one of the youngest people I see at British car 

shows. How do we replicate the pony and muscle car success of attracting under 

30-somethings? Heck, under 40? There must be a way. What is so fundamentally 

different to where they have scores of young blood at shows, in clubs, and want-

ing to buy and work on those cars but not ours? 

 

Next, branding. This could go on forever. I’ll just say the jokes of parts falling off, 

unreliability, etc are doing us no favors. Also, I have seen far too much inappro-

priate attitude and behavior towards women and also children in our niche. I 

wrote an article for Jalopnik about sexism in the hobby, and had death threats sent 

to me. Let that sink in. Enough said. 

 

Finally, advertising. You can’t sell what no one knows you have. Drive your cars 

as much as possible. I have a friend who lives in a small town in the Hudson Val-

ley of NY. We have a game. We keep track of how many pre 1980 sports cars we 

each see each day. He can stop playing for 6 months and I still wouldn’t catch up. 

In order for our hobby and thus our cars, to survive, we need to adapt. Stay tuned. 

From Your Editor 
Mike Jankowski 
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If anyone has parts, cars, manuals, books or magazines 

they want to find 

a home for, the 

classifieds are a 

great way to ac-

complish those 

goals.  
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1952 MGTD 

 

Very good older restoration. 

 

Good running condition. 

 

Interior in excellent shape, leather has no stains or tears --dash also in very good 

condition. 

 

Body and Paint also very good -- no rust or dings. 

 

Good tires. 

 

Many more photos available. 

 

Call if interested:  Marshall Meece-- 512-461-5511  

Email:  marshall.meece@ubs.com  

tel:512-461-5511
javascript:mdcr('kmaZqzsFcacckZjjyfqpyky','')
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CCMGC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
The CCMGC publishes a monthly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3

rd 

Tuesday of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 7535 Hwy 290, Austin TX. We 
arrive at 6pm to dine and socialize and meet at 7pm. Please feel free to join us! 

 
 Phil Ostroff 

 

                Treasurer, CCMGC 

 

                996 CR 204 

 

                Liberty Hill TX 78642 
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                         Sponsors 

 

Tres Amigos Restaurant & Cantina           Picture coming soon! 

https://tresamigos.com/ 

 

Yummy and affordable! 

 

Auto Service Center Inc. — Ron Shimek    Picture coming soon! 

http://www.shimekauto.com/wb/pages/index.php 

 

Classic MG Magazine 

Link coming soon! 

 

Dealers Choice Upholstery 

10411 N Lamar  

Austin, TX 78753 

512-834-0700 

 

MGBCalendar.com 

 


