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   MG Oil Trails 

President’s Note 

By Dale Von Heeder 
Due to issues most likely with 

my email, Dale was unable to get 

a note to me. No worries! We 

have lots to say, and at the meet-

ing I’m sure he’ll fill us in. 

 

Mike 
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President - Dale Von Heeder 512-913-2531 drvonhdr@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Secretary - Now Accepting Volunteers 

 

Treasurer - Phil Ostroff  996 CR 204 Liberty Hill TX 78642 

 

Drive Coordinator - Scott Ogle 512-638-0217 scottogle@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership - Nick Roccaforte 832-493-2288 roccaforte1@sbcglobal.net 

 

Web Master - Joe Maloukis 512-845-9155 batcitytx@gmail.com 

 

Newsletter Editor - Mike Jankowski  ccmgceditor@gmail.com 

 

 

 

The Capital City MG Club of Austin, TX is a group of MG enthusiasts. Estab-

lished in 1996, many of our members own and maintain one or more MGs. We are 

delighted and fortunate to have over 50 MGs in the club today, ranging from 1951 

to 1980. Membership includes many who live in the surrounding areas: Round 

Rock, Pflugerville, Cedar Park, Georgetown, Elgin, Hutto, and the greater Austin 

area.  

 

You need not own an MG or any other British car to be a member of the club. 

Membership is open to anyone who is a British car enthusiast. We meet monthly 

and participate in local and regional car shows, organized club activities, trips, 

picnics, parties, and adventures for the whole family. We share interests in an in-

formal and comfortable atmosphere.  

 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 

7535 E Hwy 290, Austin, TX. We gather at 6pm for dinner and socializing, and 

meet at 7pm. Annual dues are just $20 per family per year. We invite you to join 

our club if you are interested . See the membership information in this newsletter. 
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SECRETARY’S  REPORT 

By Nick Roccaforte 
  

 The meeting was held on Tuesday evening  5/15/18 at Tres Amigos Restaurant, 

7535 Hwy 290 in Austin Texas.  The meeting was called to order by the president 

at 7:25 pm. 

 

There were 17 members present.  We welcomed James Woodford who officially 

became a new member. 

 

Membership Report: By Nick Roccaforte: We now have 43 member families in 

the club. 

 

Treasurers Report: By Nick Roccaforte for Phil Ostroff: A new account has been 

established at University Federal Credit Union.  Funds are currently being trans-

ferred to this new account. Phil is sending out an email to the club regarding a 

dues reminder. He is also going to work with our webmaster Joe Maloukis to set 

up a PayPal account on the website so those who wish can pay their dues that 

way. 

 

Drive Coordinators Report; By Nick Roccaforte for Scott Ogle:  There were a 

number of great drives this past month.  The TABC sponsored a Wild Flower 

Drive to the Torr Na Lochs winery in Burnett.  The club also had a breakfast drive 

to Elgin. 

 

Special Events: By Nick Roccaforte: The 2018 Spring GOF in Salado on May 10-

12 was a great success with a number of our club members taking home major 

awards. A more detailed summary  with a list of the club members who won 

awards will be provided in the June newsletter. Bobby had a discussion with the 

new incoming president of the Texas Register regarding possibly changing the 

Spring GOF to be held the week after Mother’s Day in the future.  As discussed 

tonight, all  agreed that this may help increase participation. The new president 

mentioned to me that he was hoping that the Austin club would be able to take a 

more active role in the planning for the Spring GOFs and that it would be great to 

have an activity planned next year that may include a drive to Georgetown and/or 

the surrounding areas. 
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Upcoming events: By Dale Von Heeder:  

 

  

May 22 Tuesday evening Round Rock Express baseball game night with $1 hotdogs 

 

June 2nd Antique auto car collection auction described by Marius Chanson—Dale to send out 

an email with specifics 

 

June 8th /15th Friday potential dates TBD for a second baseball game night with fireworks 

 

Other Business: Tom Lawrence mentioned that he had a video of the St. Patrick’s Valentine 

drive he could transfer to anyone who would bring a thumb drive to the next meeting. 

 

Adjournment:  There was no further business and the meeting was adjourned at 7: 45pm. 
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Dropping off a car in a different 

time zone oddly enough doesn’t 

absolve you of involvement. In 

January I had dropped off my 

1971 MGB at a friend’s shop in 

Hilton Head, SC. The plan was 

to have him finish it and sell it 

for me. Then he’d take his cut 

and I’d get the rest. I got regular 

updates from him on the  pro-

gress, and things looked great.  Better yet, lots of his excess parts were getting 

used where needed. It was a win win. 

 

The paint was original Bedouin, and though it wasn’t perfect, after some polishing 

and cleaning it was quite nice. Concours winning, no. But definitely a survivor 

with lots of patina that looks great from 10 feet away. For some reason this car 

had lowback seats that were black with white piping. My interior kit was biscuit, 

and I had a tan top for it. Problem was, the seats just didn’t go with the color of 

the car. So Tommy went to work on a solution. Redye the seats, or get another in-

terior kit? Since both were going to be time consuming and pricey, we put that off 

while the mechanicals were attacked. 

 

Tommy put the new engine parts on, rebuilt the SUs, and put new master cylin-

ders in. The SU rebuild revealed no noticeable wear on the throttle shafts, and be-

tween the spares I provided and Tommy had, he rebuilt the carbs to like new. He 

also swapped wheels from a parts 

MGB with new tires on them for the 

ones I originally on the car. This 

avoided us repainting and getting a 

few new tires as well for the original 

wheels.   

 

With hydraulics god, fuel system 

cleaned and rebuilt, and a nre radiator 

and hoses, it was time to test fire the 

car. It was a bit anticlimactic I’m told.  

 A New Chapter  
        Mike Jankowski 
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Other than a few small oil leaks 

everything was solid and tight. A 

few hours of effort and there 

were no leaks anywhere. So back 

to the interior. 

 

Tommy had a friend who wanted 

a tan top and interior. He also 

had a brand new set of Newton 

Commercial black interior car-

pets and door and cockpit trim 

panels. My kit was Newton 

Commercial as well, and both 

tops were Robbins tops. Seeing the massive easy chance for both of us to benefit, 

I agreed to the trade.  

 

Tommy then installed the black interior, reinstalled the lowback seats, and fixed 

the cracked dashboard and dashtop. With the new black top installed, the car was 

ready for sale. Tommy advertised it at $8000.00, and after a few people looked at 

it and test drove it, one came back for a second drive. He offered $7500.00 cash 

(in an envelope) which I agreed to over the phone.  

 

So the big question I get asked is if this effort was worth it. Overall, yes. I’m up-

set I didn’t ever get to drive the car. I originally wanted to compete in the Targa 

Newfoundland with 

dad in it. However, it 

had sporadic progress 

in the nearly 8 years I 

owned it. I actually 

made some profit even 

after all my expenses. 

I also helped a friend 

who needed a project 

as the current one he 

had was wrapping up. 

The car looked des-

tined for the scraper, 

and I was going to 

have to deal with  
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 selling the parts individually. All which would have taken time and space, and 

money as well to be realistic.  

 

I enjoyed the saga of this car while I owned it. I enjoyed the roadtrip out and back 

with this car and the Spitfire on the return. The best part of it is this car finally is 

opening a new chapter, one it deserved several years ago.  

I’ll keep an eye out for it when I visit my parents. It’ll be nice to hear about it 

through my dad’s club in Hilton Head. Even if it goes off the radar, I know it’s out 

living the life it wants, on the twisting lowcountry roads of the Carolinas and 

Georgia. I couldn’t be happier for it.  



 8 

MG Oil Trails                         June 2018 

Take Us Out To the Ballgame  
By Eric Van Note 
 

On May 22, James and Sally Howard, Nick and Julie Roccaforte, Dale Von 

Heeder, Bruce Whiteside, and Eric and Bev Van Note enjoyed a mild evening at 

the Dell Diamond, where the Express faced off against the Iowa Cubs. Bobby 

Galvez joined 

us for the last 

few innings 

from his regu-

lar season 

ticket holder's 

spot. We were 

all delighted at 

one point to see 

our club name 

displayed on 

the Jumbotron.  

We did hear 

some grum-

bling from the 

concessionaires 

that Brad Lee 

didn’t attend since they had stocked up on hotdogs and funnel cakes in anticipa-

tion of his visit!  Since it was a Tuesday night, there were no regularly scheduled 

fireworks. Nevertheless, the Cubs treated us to some minor pyrotechnics. In the 

bottom of the seventh, when the ump ruled as good Andy Ibanez's second home 

run of the evening, which came narrowly inside the third-base line foul pole and 

put the Express in the lead, the Cubs' manager loudly and vehemently objected. 

He was ejected from the game, and the Express went on to win 5-4. 
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Breakfast and Church Run by Nick Roccaforte 

On a beautiful Saturday morning 4/28/18 

a small group of CCMGC members took 

to the back roads on a breakfast run to El-

gin.  Scott had plotted a great route 

through farm lands and horse ranches.  

Along the way we also passed a number 

of old churches built in the 1800’s. In par-

ticular was the Lutheran church built in 

1876 by Swedish immigrants. Services 

were held in Swedish until the mid 

1920’s!  Most of the bluebonnets were starting to 

dwindle however we saw many fields of brilliant 

yellow flowers. Arriving in Elgin we passed 

through the old neighborhood to view some of 

the neat old houses and then to the original old 

downtown.  I had never been through the actual 

downtown before and it was a great testament to 

the “ old days” .  Although the club all agreed 

that a breakfast run would be great only a few 

were available for this drive.  Scott and Jessica 

were there in their 77 MGB, along with Eric and 

Bev in their 72 MGB.  I rode along with Dale in 

his Miata and Gary and Sherry met us there in 

their TD.  All in all we had a great drive on a 

beautiful sunny day and a great breakfast at 

El Maguey restaurant in Elgin. 
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TXABCD Wildflower Drive 
By Nick Roccaforte 
 

The 2018 TABCD Spring Wildflower 

Drive hosted by Heather and Russell of 

the TXMG Registry occurred on Sat 

April 14.  There were22  cars that partici-

pated in the drive.  There were all type of 

British cars.  There were quite a few 

MGs, Jags, Triumphs , a Lotus and a 

Morris Minor to mention a few. Al-

though a little breezy and 59 degrees at 

the start it was a beautiful drive on a 

sunny day. It eventually warmed up to 

the 70’s.  We met at the Shell station on 

Whitestone Blvd. in Cedar Park and fol-

lowed 1431  all the way up to Kingsland 

TX.   From there we wound our way 

through the backroads past Marble Falls 

and then to Burnet with the final destina-

tion of Torr Na Lochs winery in Burnet. 

There were members from the San Anto-

nio and Dallas clubs. There were two 

cars representing the CCMG club on the 

drive. Scott and Jessica in their Honda S2000 (with a picture of their 77 MGB 

taped on the door!) and Julie and me in our 73 MGB/GT. There were not as many 

flowers as other drives but the spectacular views and winding roads made it a 

great drive.  See the pictures of flowers, the view and friends at the Winery.   
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                                 Therapy and Memories 
                  Mike Jankowski 

Somedays, I really wonder why I have this British car disease. I’ve owned MGs, 

Jags, Healeys, Triumphs (sooooo many, I’m on I think my 45th one now), nar-

rowly missed a Jensen Interceptor (20 minutes too late) and kick myself for sell-

ing my Daimler SP250. Plus the German and Italian cars. But I keep going back 

for more, and it’s hard to pin down why. Or is it? 

 

Dad had an MGA, then a TR3a new, then other Euro cars over the years with ac-

cess to many more. (He was a crew chief for Cunningham Racing for Denise 

McLuggage and Walt Hansgen.) I grew up hearing of the days of yore, his racing, 

looking at the trophies, and chasing down people in old sports cars when they’d 

pass by. I wanted to buy my own British cars. So I did. Often several at a time. 

 

Two things were constants in my life in my 20s and 30s: British cars and racing 

road and mountain bikes. It was a sight to see me arriving at a race with my road 

bike in the passenger seat, wheels behind the seats, top down, dressed in my kit 

ready to go. Through failed relationships, a failed marriage, and injuries plus the 6 

years I was in the Army, my British cars were always there like my faithful dog 

Ellie is now. 

 

While in the Army, I earned a few medals and 5 Purple Hearts. Back then, my 

MGA Twin Cam coupe or my TR4a IRS were my escape. I’d dream of the drives 

I’d take when I got back home, and when home I chased trains (my other love) all 

over the Midwest in those cars. They and the adventures were my escape and ther-

apy. I lost many friends on deployments (being in Special Forces and assigned to 

sub Saharan Africa through the 90s was not for the faint of heart) and needed an 

escape. The cars were what I needed to keep my sanity, and heal the internal scars. 

 

So now 20 +years later, these awesome, fun, sometimes frustrating cars are still 

my therapy and escape. The people I’ve met over the years through these cars 

have always brought something worthwhile to the table of my life. I’ve forged 

some great friendships, learned new things, and had great fun all from loving cars 

from some windswept island in the North Atlantic. 

 

Maybe the best, and most ironic gift is that now, the memories of my cars and the 

fun I had with them and my Army buddies is how I can keep their memory alive. 

They may be gone, but they’re with me every time I turn the key. I smile a lot 

from that. I’m sure they like it as well. 
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Wow. What a busy time! I sold 

my MGB, have settled into my 

job I started in January, went 

to Lake Conroe for an event 

for some other British car, and 

just got engaged. Plus I found 

time to get up to Dallas for the 

British and European show at 

White Rock Lake. (That’s 

where the picture is from. Sadly, not my car…) As it is now oven or volcano sea-

son here in TX, I wonder what people do to stay cool driving our cars?  

 

I drove my Triumph Spitfire every day for 7 years and 108,000 miles here in Aus-

tin. I never thought about it, I just did it. Then I got a modern car a year ago. 

Wow. That whole air conditioning thing, I can see how it may catch on down here.  

 

I also am intrigued on the thoughts of coupe vs roadster/convertible crowds. 

Plenty of fodder for discussion over some good food and drinks with friends. Usu-

ally there is a bit of original vs modified vs all out updates including running gear 

and engines thrown in for good measure. I find I side with everyone.  

 

I have found my tastes have changed. I am leaning more towards the social side of 

the hobby of late. I look forward to seeing people, the cars are a bonus. Show and 

shine isn’t for me, though I love to see what others do, and know the effort put in 

on those cars. I almost always learn a new tip as well for my cars. Competition 

events were my favorites, but I find that there isn’t the all consuming fire there 

once was. Don’t get me wrong, I still get amped up for an autocross and go after it 

100%, but I see a bigger picture. 

 

Part of that is I think some form of touring in one of my cars is on the horizon. Or 

at least a camping trip to Inks Lake, taking only what will fit in one of my cars. 

That could be a fun club outing in the cooler weather.  Or a test of resolve and re-

lationships. 

 

Well, I’ve been delayed getting this out long enough. Should have known getting 

engaged would cause interruptions all weekend…. 

From Your Editor 
Mike Jankowski 
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                                  GOF Recap 
 

Nick Roccaforte was our man on the scene at the GOF. Read on… 

 
The Spring GOF was held in 

Salado TX on May 10-13.  Our 

host hotel was the Holiday Inn Ex-

press which had great accommo-

dations including a full breakfast 

each morning. 

 

The GOF started off Thursday 

evening with a complimentary 

wine, fruit and cheese reception at 

the Salado Winery. We met up 

with  a number of friends from the 

Houston, San Antonio and Dallas area  

clubs.     (see pictures) 

 

  

 

Friday morning we joined a planned 

drive to the Dead Fish Grill on Lake 

Belton.  The drive took us through the 

back roads and over Lake Belton Dam 

and the town until we reached the 

Grill.  The weather was beautiful with 

lots of sunshine, clouds, and a cool 

breeze even though the temperature 

was in the 80’s that afternoon.  There 

were over 40 people on the drive. We 

all enjoyed the great food and spec-

tacular view of the lake from the res-

taurant.  The evening was quiet with 

people having dinner on their own.  I 
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was able to wipe down our MG in preparation for the car show the next morning 

and then Julie and I just took it easy for the evening.   

 

  

 

Saturday morning was the big show.  There were a total of 47 cars of all different 

models with many different categories represented.  There were MGTA/TD/TF’s, 

MGA’s, MGB’s, MGB/GT’s , an MGC/GT, an Arnolt, and even an MG Magnette. 

Again the weather was fantastic.  A lunch was provided.  There were pulled pork 

sliders, chicken sliders, cole slaw, chips, drinks and banana pudding for dessert.  

We had a pleasant lunch outside under the trees. After lunch there was a choice of 

going to a winery in Florence or shopping at the antique shops in town.  Since 

Julie and I had been to the winery before we chose to go shopping at the antique 

shops in town.  I know what you are thinking.  Yes I went shopping but it was a 

small price to gladly pay for having a great partner and navigation along on the 

trip!   (See the car pictures) 

 

  

 

Saturday evening was the awards banquet which started out with a cash bar.  

Luckily the hotel was only about 2 miles away and to my knowledge all made it 

back safely after the banquet.  We definitely had our share of wine this weekend!  

You will be pleased to know that our club showed very well at the show and re-

ceived a number of awards. See the list below of our club members who won 

awards with accompanying pictures. 

 

  

 

MG Special category                       

Craig Burchsted won 1st  

place with his original 1953 

Arnolt Coupe.  He was also 

elevated to the  Octagon of 

Honor by presidential de-

cree! 
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MGB Chrome bumper                   

Eric Van Note won 2nd 

place with his 1972 MGB 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MGB/GT category                           

Nick and Julie Roccaforte 

won 1st  place with their 

1973 MGB/GT 
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\Octagon of Honor                            

Tom Luin again was recog-

nized as an Octagon of 

Honor winner with his 

1952 TD 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    

 

 

Best of Show                                                               

Mark Dement 

won Best of 

Show with his 

1962 MGA    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              Congratulations to all !!  

 

There were only 3 mishaps.  The 1936 MG would not start after it was taken out 

of its trailer and it had to be pushed back in for the return trip home.  Craig’s Ar-

nolt had a flat tire but made it home safely.   On one of the drives an MGB stalled 

but restarted after being pushed. Overall the Spring GOF was a great success with 

no people or animals harmed ! 
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1952 MGTD 

 

Very good older restoration. 

 

Good running condition. 

 

Interior in excellent shape, leather has no stains or tears --dash also in very good 

condition. 

 

Body and Paint also very good -- no rust or dings. 

 

Good tires. 

 

Many more photos available. 

 

Call if interested:  Marshall Meece-- 512-461-5511  

Email:  marshall.meece@ubs.com  

tel:512-461-5511
javascript:mdcr('kmaZqzsFcacckZjjyfqpyky','')
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'69 MGB-GT for sale 

Runs very well, recent repairs to brakes, carbs, exhaust, and interior.  

Really clean body and lots of chrome! British flag on roof! Tires are like new, new 

battery. 

Asking $4000.00 obo 

Ron Shimek 

512-497-8669 

Classifieds 

tel:(512)%20497-8669
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CCMGC MEMBERSHIP FORM 
The CCMGC publishes a monthly newsletter and holds monthly meetings on the 3

rd 

Tuesday of each month at Tres Amigos Restaurant at 7535 Hwy 290, Austin TX. We 
arrive at 6pm to dine and socialize and meet at 7pm. Please feel free to join us! 

 
 Phil Ostroff 

 

                Treasurer, CCMGC 

 

                996 CR 204 

 

                Liberty Hill TX 78642 
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                         Sponsors 

 

Tres Amigos Restaurant & Cantina           Picture coming soon! 

https://tresamigos.com/ 

 

Yummy and affordable! 

 

Auto Service Center Inc. — Ron Shimek    Picture coming soon! 

http://www.shimekauto.com/wb/pages/index.php 

 

Classic MG Magazine 

Link coming soon! 

 

Dealers Choice Upholstery 

10411 N Lamar  

Austin, TX 78753 

512-834-0700 

 

MGBCalendar.com 

 


